
 
       

     

 

 

 

                        Tarbes National       

1
st
 Open 1

st
 Section C 

Dave & John Staddon  

                                       of Ditcheat    
 

 

 

With the Pau liberation site under construction the NFC had to move the convoy along to Tarbes. With the weather 

conditions not in our favour on the Friday the birds were held for a day and liberated at 4pm on Saturday afternoon. 

As you will see from the early times we have had some very exceptional performances from this race, congratulations 

to you all. 

 

 
Having a most wonderful race were Dave & John Staddon who took 1

st 
,2

nd
, 3

rd
, 6

th
 & 9

th
 Section C, 1

st
, 3

rd
, 9

th
, 

23
rd

 & 36
th

 Open. Dave had this to say....Hi Clare, firstly we would like to acknowledge the superb pigeon of Mr and 

Mrs Nigel Shaw which would have won the open but for a verification error, a fantastic pigeon on the day at an 

incredible distance. We would also like to congratulate all the section winners and everyone who timed from this 

tricky Tarbes race. We had an amazing race timing 5 pigeons on the winning day from our 10 entries. At the time of 

writing, we have 8/10. Our first pigeon is a 3yo Chaos Widowhood cock bred from our best distance lines who 

we have now called Gemini. The sire is Winters Gem bred by Barry & Pete Winter, he is from Pearler a full brother 

of Little Gem 1
st
 & 14

th
 NFC Tarbes Grand National and Image a daughter of Little Gem, this pair bred 8

th
 & 42

nd
 

Tarbes at 724 miles. The dam Blue Gem was bred by Mr and Mrs Bill & Beryl Lewis from their Tarbes champion 

Freelands Gem who is the only pigeon in history to win two coveted NFC certificates of merit. This makes Gemini a 

full brother to our great cock Fahrenheit who won 64
th

 Nat Agen, 4
th

 Sec 23
rd

 Nat Pau and 1
st
 Sec 2

nd
 Nat Rieux 

Minervois at 592 miles. Gemini was prepared with a few inland races with the WOESRC before 3 Guernsey races 

and two St Philbert races. He was then exercised once per day for an hour.  In the lead-up to the Tarbes race, I had a 

mad idea that some of the Tarbes pigeons would benefit from a WOESRC race from Ramsgate, in effect a 172-mile 

training toss on the Saturday before basketing for Tarbes. I discussed this with Dad and we both agreed to go for it. It 

was a risk of course, but 4 of the 5 birds we timed from Tarbes all went to Ramsgate so we certainly don't think it 

harmed their condition. We never show the cocks and the hens together before a channel race as we like to send them 

calm and collected especially for long-distance events. 

Our second pigeon was timed just 23 minutes later and is also a fantastic hen as she scored 2
nd

 Section 18
th

 National 

Agen International on the 2
nd

 July 2022. She is only a 2 year old bred by Dean Pallatt at the Pallatt Elite Breeding 

Centre. She was one of a group of yb’s Dean sent us down to race in 2020. As you might expect she is a 100% Jelle 

Jellema pigeon. Her blood includes Blackpool Romee, Romee, Snelle Jelle, Zwart Goude, Jochem & MG430.  Last 

year as a yearling she raced east to west with the WOESRC to Ramsgate before switching north road where she won 

16
th

 Section 47
th

 Open CSCFC Thurso at 518 miles. This year she has again raced east to west with the combine and 

also had 3 Guernsey races and the very difficult St Philbert BICC National, which really brought her fitness on for 

Agen. Following the Agen race, she recovered quickly and was flying one hour with the others after only 3 days. She 

is raced on chaos widowhood for the entire season and she was not shown to her cock on the basketing day. We feed 

Versele Laga Superstar Plus, Champion Plus and Energy Plus. Finally, we would like to thank all our many friends in 

the sport who have taken the trouble to ring, text or use social media to send their congratulations on our race, it 

means an awful lot to Dad and me. 

 

 

 



 

 
John and Dave Staddon 

 

 

 
Gemini 

 

Kevin & John Zerafa of Portsmouth 2
nd

, 5
th

, 7
th

, 11
th

, 12
th

, 13
th

, 15
th

, 19
th

 Open + other positions, 1
st
, 2

nd
, 3

rd
, 

5
th

, 6
th

, 7
th

, 8
th

, 9
th

, 10
th

, 13
th

, 17
th

, 18
th

 & 19
th

 SE Section.  Firstly can we congratulate John & Dave on another 

great performance, they are super consistent from any distance. Unfortunately for us we have been beaten into the 

bridesmaid position for the second time this season and fifth time in our career, but we will continue to strive for that 

elusive first Classic win! We had a great race timing 10 of our thirty entries on the winning day, taking the first 3 

positions in the Section and being provisionally 2
nd

, 4
th

, 5
th

, 10
th

, 11
th

, 12
th

, 13
th

, 17
th

, 21
st
, 31

st
 Open CSCFC and 2

nd
, 



5
th

, 7
th

, 11
th

, 12
th

, 13
th

, 15
th

, 19
th

, 28
th

, 38
th

 Open BBC National. We clocked 24% of the birds on the BBC result and 

29% of the birds on the CSCFC result on the winning day. A race you only dare dream about! 

Our Section winner is 50% Wim Kooreman with her Sire being directly out of 2
nd

 National Dax and 50% House of 

Aarden on the Dam’s side which has a bit of a back story. In 2017 when me and dad won the NFC Fougeres race, we 

also won a House of Aarden voucher. After studying the performances of Padfield’s Blue Badge we were really 

impressed and wanted to bring something in from him, so spoke to Steve at the HoA and told him that this was the 

line we were interested in. Upon our arrival a little pied hen directly out of Blue Badge was already in a box selected 

for us. We asked if we could handle a few others and decided to buy another one, a small BWF cock. The cock bred 

us last years 1
st
 Section 14

th
 Open BBC Thurso winner (547 miles on the day) and the pied hen is now dam to 1

st
 

Section 2
nd

 Open BBC/CSCFC Tarbes (527 miles). Not a bad strike rate from the two birds we left the HoA with! So 

thanks must go to Steve and Lesley for the quality we were able to obtain from them. 

Our second bird was bred by our good friend Dean Childs of Essex and is a grandchild of Chalice King (sire of two 

National winners) and Chalice Darcy 1
st
 National Mont De Marsan (Pau).  

Our third bird is a special pigeon, bred in the purple his sire won 1
st
 Open NFC Saintes National for Bill Edwards of 

Gosport and his mother won 1
st
 Open NFC Fougeres National for dad and myself. This is his fourth time at 500+ 

miles previously being 18
th

 Open Pau CSCFC in 2020, 14
th

 Open Thurso CSCFC in 2021 and now 5
th

 Open Tarbes 

CSCFC in 2022 earning him a Blue Ribbon Certificate of Merit Award for placing three times in the top 100 Open 

positions from the longest race. Unfortunately the BBC do not give out these awards, as he would also qualify for one 

in that club as well. 

This first season without dad has been very challenging at times and I would like to dedicate this performance to him. 

The Section winner will be named Johnny’s Angel in his memory. At the start of every season this race is always our 

number one target and the birds haven’t disappointed. 

Good luck to everyone for the YB season. Team Zerafa. 

 

 
Kevin & John Zerafa 

 

1
st
 Section E 4

th
 Open Frank Kay of Bolton flying 728 miles. Kay’s Marathon Pigeons. My first pigeon from Pau / 

Tarbes was a 3 year old with the name The Lockerbie Cock, so called because I sent all my yearlings with my 

grandson Jack to be liberated at the farm in Lockerbie with no training whatsoever, he was the first bird back the 

following day. 

Since then he has won many 1
st
’s inland races this year. He has done 8 clubs races inland before St Philbert on the 2

nd
 

July he was my first bird home 10 hours on the wing, 9
th

 July Cheltenham with the club, 23
rd

 July Pau / Tarbes. To 

say I’m thrilled would be an understatement. 

None of this would have been possible without the support of my true friends and family, so I thank them all for 

being there for me whenever needed, I’m over the moon. 



My 1
st
 bird the third day a 2 year old The Truro Cock was my first bird from Truro last year. First time over the water 

this year for these birds owing to lock down they couldn’t go any earlier. I love marathon racing but at the end of the 

day, it’s all about the pigeon. 

 

 
Frank Kay & Joe Livesey 

 

 

 

2
nd

 Section E 6
th

 Open Team Aurel of Telford. “Uninvited Lass” – Winner of 6
th

 Open British Barcelona Club 

BBC and 32
nd

 Open National Flying Club Grand National Tarbes 23.07.2022 flown 652miles /1050km 

Ohhh what a race, our first Grand National! It certainly lived to its expectations, the twists and turns, the drama that 

came with it. We are over the moon with our 6
th

 Open British Barcelona Club and with 2
nd

 position in Section E. 

We knew it will be a hard race, but it was a lot harder than we ever expected. We did not intend to send her to the 

race, but only the stubbornness of the loft manager Cristian was the deciding factor to send or not send. Her name 

now is “Uninvited Lass” as she was never in the plan to be sent. She is a very small pigeon and handling her it is like 

a dream: she oozes class and when you look at the pedigree she is a double granddaughter of our National Marathon 

Vasile (with one of the lowest ACE pigeons coefficient recorded), who is the foundation cock of our loft. 

She is currently 32
nd

 Open with NFC and 6
th

 Section J and in the 9
th

 position in the Northern Zone for pigeons flying 

over 650miles. I cannot go on without mentioning the performance of Nigel Shaw, what a game bird flying no less 

than 690miles. Other performances that stand out: Mr Nice Guy Zerafa, you smash it mate! DJ Staddon they made it 

look easy and the team of Mark Gilbert, Troy and Nigel that are relentless with great returns. 

Special thanks to my two friends Bob Besant and Duncan Goodchild, your wisdom and calming influence was the 

decisive factor to send to National races.  

The big winner of the day was the People’s Champion Mr Martin Williams from Hereford. Only last year I handed 

over to him the ACE pigeon award for NFC when he told me about his special connection with his pigeons. This 

pigeon must have flown in the night all by itself, that is an unbelievable performance similar to Alin Karscu from 

Barcelona. Martin may have lost due to an outdated rule, but he will always be remembered as a true winner: The 

People’s Champion. It is morally wrong that he lost and a very sad day for the sport. But as Anthony Besant said 

“people that have previously lost due to rule 26, they are the people that have let Martin down as they have done 

nothing to change the rule 26”. It is constitutionally right what the club has done, but somehow we have lost the 

humanity somehow. But remember folks : “Love Always Wins” and certainly Martin has managed to capture the 

hearts of everyone. 

 

 

 



 
Uninvited Lass 

 

8
th

, 22
nd

 & 27
th

 Open 4
th

 Section A Jimmy Wearn and Erik Neilson (Wearn Bros 1 & Neilson) of Ramsdean. 

Firstly we would like to congratulate John and David Staddon on their win and especially our close friend Kev and 

John Zerafa on their good team performance. 

Our first bird is Jelle Jellama vire Jan Williams and our second bird is the hen that was 4
th

 Open Perth this year Tim 

Hague x New Laureaat x Special One from my good friend Nigel Langstaff. She was also 2
nd

 Section from BICC 

Hexham in 2021. 

 

 
Erik Neilson 

 

10
th

 Open Kalvin Legg (K & S Legg & Son) of Portsmouth timing a 3 year old dark chequer hen. 
 

1
st
 Section G 14

th
 Open Danny Sallis (M Sallis & Son) of Brighton. I would like to say well done to the winners  

My bird is a Alwyn Hill x Mark Gilbert she has previously been 30
th

 South Coast Fed Truro, 113
th

 Open BICC 

Hexham, 2
nd

 Sec 31
st
 Open Blaydon, 3

rd
 Sec 57

th
 Open Thurso and now provisionally 1

st
 Sec 14

th
 Open Tarbes. She 

was raced natural. 

 



 
Liberty and Macie Sallis 

 

Trevor Booth & John Roper of Tewkesbury next up in Section C 16
th

 & 30
th

 Open. Timing their first pigeon, a 5 

year old dark chequer hen to take provisionally 4
th 

Section C, 16
th

 Open. She has been a very consistent widowhood 

hen over the longer distances. Her father’s parents are half brother and half sister to Invincible Detori. Her 

grandparents on her dam’s side are descended from Invincible Spirit and De Smaragd 11. These stock birds were 

from Louella Lofts.  

Their second bird will probably take 3
rd

 section and is bred along very similar lines. She has been a very consistent 

distance bird having flown Tarbes twice, Pau once and Lerwick last year taking good positions in these races. This 

race was probably her last race.  

They sent 3 birds and clocked 2 on the winning day. Both birds were in excellent condition.  

 

 
Trevor Booth & John Roper 

 



2
nd

 Section G 17
th

, 26
th

 & 29
th

 Open Lee & Kevin Buddle of Dover. Our provisional 2
nd

 Section G, 17
th

 Open BBC 

Tarbes is a 3 year old cock flown on our widowhood chaos type of system, clocking him at 15:56 on the winning 

day.  

Preparation for the long-distance races this year has been totally different to other years as we were unable to get into 

France earlier in the season, this cock only had 4x inland races out to 160 miles, 2x Guernsey races 204 miles with 

the BICC & NFC and 1x EECC Nevers 298 miles where he arrived early next morning as it was a tough strange 

race.  

Feed as always here is very simple with the same mix being given every day, 7 days a week. It consists of 2/3 

Versele-Laga Superstar Plus & 1/3 Best Allrounder or an Irish Mixture, with Fats given after their feeds for the last 3 

days before basketing.  

This Cock is a full brother to ‘Apollo’ 1
st
 BICC 34

th
 International 15,536 birds this season for us. This makes him a 

son of one of our top pigeons ‘Tom’, himself a winner of – 5
th

 BICC St Vincent 531m 2013, 6
th

 BICC Perpignan 

598m 2016, 10
th

 BICC Pau 545m 2016, 15
th

 BICC Pau 545m 2014, 22
nd

 BICC St Vincent 531m 2014, 27
th

 BICC St 

Vincent 531m 2015, 30
th

 BICC Pau 545m 2013 and a BICC Certificate of Merit Award winner. ‘Tom’ has also been 

a great breeder for us and others, for instance he is the G-Sire of H&P Archibald’s ‘The Proof’ 1
st
 Sec, 2

nd
 NFC 

Tarbes 2018 & 1
st
 Sec, 3

rd
 NFC Tarbes 2017. The Dam of ‘Apollo’ the Bordeaux winner is ‘The Cooper Hen’ bred 

by G & C Cooper for stock purposes. Also another full brother to this cock was 7
th

 ES 16
th

 Open BICC Agen 500 

miles this season.  

Congratulations to Dave & John Staddon on their win from this BBC Tarbes race.  

 

 
Lee & Kevin Buddle 

 

18
th

 Open Joe Raeburn of Melksham. Congratulations to Dave and John not only winning the race but a brilliant 

team performance also Kevin Zerafa another 

Top class team performance both fanciers made 500+mile racing look easy. Also congratulations to all section 

winners. 



My pigeon is a 4 year old red cock who is a consistent pigeon who started on widowhood but repaired on return from 

BICC St Philbert race. He has flown Pau national winning 283
rd

, 18
th

 section and 19
th

 open CSCFC Berwick. This 

season he’s had two Exeter’s three Guernsey Winning 60
th

 open 8
th

 sec and St Philbert winning 14
th

 open 3
rd

 section. 

His sire is West Bound who has flown Tarbes three times, being 26
th

 open 4
th

 sec and Barcelona winning 3
rd

 open 1
st
 

sec. West Bound was bred from a son of Jimmy Sheppard’s Nobel Lad 

(1
st
 open Pau) when paired to Double grand daughter Champion Gwen (1

st
 open San Sebastian Grand National) Red 

Cock Dam is Champion Julie bred and raced by good mate Steve Slade Julie was champion pigeon CSCFC winning 

5
th

 open Messac and 13
th

 open Pau 2017, 69
th

 open Pau 2016. She flew Pau 3 times her breeding is from John 

Halstead Nyland Ashley x Coppenolle x E W Froggatt birds. 

 

 

 
Joe Raeburn 

 

20
th

, 21
st
, 24

th
 & 25

th
 Open 3

rd
 Section G Kevin Foster of Longfield Hill. The pigeon I timed first from Tarbes was 

a 3 year old Hen on 5 day old eggs after flying widowhood all year. Her sire is from Mark Gilbert a direct son of 

Southfield Karen 3
rd

 International and her dam is a Rauw Sablon a double grand daughter of Gilbert 1
st
 International 

Bordeaux. She is a full sister to a good hen of mine that won 1
st
 section 930 birds in the BICC from Penzance last 

year. She actually went missing as a yearling from a channel race and came back a year later minus ETS ring, this 

year she has had both St Philbert races but in her two prep tosses when on eggs decided she wasn’t having any of it 

and returned in the evening both times causing me to scratch her ring number off the sheet twice before reinstating it! 

Well done to all the winners and those who got birds on a testing race. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Kevin Foster 

 

1
st
 & 2

nd
 Section B 31

st
 & 44

th
 Open Danny Lanahan & John Gerard of Poole. The first pigeon to arrive was a 

red cock which John bought in as part of a racing team of Jelle Jellema’s pigeons. This red cock was also my first 

pigeon from St Philbert with the CSCFC finishing 8
th

 section 50
th

 open.  

My second pigeon arriving early Sunday morning was a 4 year old chequer cock from Johns Zwarte Louders pigeons. 

This was his 2
nd

 time flying Tarbes and he has also flown Pau and Berwick. 

They were both raced on a natural system with the red being sat on 10 day eggs and the chequer feeding 1 large 

youngster.   

 

 



John Gerard and Danny Lanahan 

1
st
 Section D John & Sally Mauger of Aylesbury. John and I are absolutely delighted to be long distance racing 

from France again. We sent our modest team off with high hopes and a touch of cold reality. It’s a long way and we 

haven’t challenged our birds with this sort of distance for several years. 

On Sunday we settled in the garden for the long wait ahead and at 7.32pm our Dark Hen swooped in from the south, 

circled twice and trapped quickly, disrupting dinner preparations!  We are so delighted with her performance!  

Our Dark Hen is five years old and bred from our established Chris Hebberecht family which we originally purchased 

from Barry Winter of Howden, who went on to win NFC Tarbes in 2013. 

She has been a consistently good pigeon throughout her racing career, recording numerous club positions Inland and 

Channel, including 2
nd

 NE Section CSCFC Tarbes in 2019. 

Now she can add double section winner CSCFC/British Barcelona Club Tarbes to her list of honours!  

 

   

 
John and Sally Mauger 

 
Telephone and Website verifications which may be subject to change 

Open Mem No Flying Name Town Ring Number Mls   A-A-T Day Velocity 

1 C38 D & J Staddon Shepton  GB19B03004 560 246 13 13 53 2 1205.363 
2 A260 K & J Zerafa Portsmouth GB20N15524 527 96 12 32 45 2 1194.227 
3 C38 D & J Staddon Shepton  GB20Z16287 560 246 13 36 35 2 1172.812 
4 E1011 F Kay Bolton GB19N83113 728 348 18 10 56 2 1149.511 
5 A260 K & J Zerafa Portsmouth GB20H37542 527 96 13 39 12 2 1100.114 
6 E295 Team Aurel Telford GB20V59220 662 454 17 38 13 2 1077.025 
7 A260 K & J Zerafa Portsmouth GB18N14968 527 96 13 59 14 2 1074.583 
8 A122 Wearn Bros 1 &  Ramsdean NL19-1328706 539 1595 14 49 15 2 1040.498 
9 C38 D & J Staddon Shepton  GB18B00639 560 246 15 32 3 2 1031.166 
10 A406 K & S Legg & Son Portsmouth GB19N76470 530 615 14 43 51 2 1028.160 
11 A260 K & J Zerafa Portsmouth GB19V37810 527 96 14 42 47 2 1022.974 
12 A260 K & J Zerafa Portsmouth GB20P13124 527 96 14 43 15 2 1022.448 
13 A260 K & J Zerafa Portsmouth GB20P13164 527 96 14 49 12 2 1015.786 



14 G724 M Sallis & Son Brighton GB20N27909 526 262 15 1 58 2 1000.060 
15 A260 K & J Zerafa Portsmouth GB19N58202 527 96 15 9 36 2 993.590 
16 C369 Booth & Roper Tewkesbury GB17Z61876 616 1487 17 53 26 2 989.260 
17 G106 L & K Buddle Dover GB19V11535 549 1688 15 56 52 2 986.809 
18 C248 J Raeburn Melksham GB18N21239 573 7 16 39 19 2 985.508 
19 A260 K & J Zerafa Portsmouth GB19N58323 527 96 15 18 27 2 984.260 
20 G126 K Foster Longfield Hill GB19N60343 565 37 16 43 53 2 967.461 
21 G126 K Foster Longfield Hill GB20N61849 565 37 16 51 36 2 960.252 
22 A122 Wearn Bros 1 &  Ramsdean GB19N25318 539 1595 16 7 17 2 958.591 
23 C38 D & J Staddon Shepton  GB20B01456 560 246 16 51 9 2 952.370 
24 G126 K Foster Longfield Hill GB21N53332 565 37 17 6 21 2 946.767 
25 G126 K Foster Longfield Hill B20-6247393 565 37 17 13 9 2 940.677 
26 G106 L & K Buddle Dover GB20V05115 549 1688 16 49 4 2 936.946 
27 A122 Wearn Bros 1 &  Ramsdean GB20N13979 539 1595 16 49 22 2 919.553 
28 A260 K & J Zerafa Portsmouth GB20N15506 527 96 16 25 31 2 918.871 
29 G106 L & K Buddle Dover GB18B00199 549 1688 17 21 8 2 908.739 
30 C369 Booth & Roper Tewkesbury GB16N80613 616 1487 19 43 50 2 898.838 
31 B16 Lanahan & Gerard Poole NL20-1157573 532 194 17 17 22 2 882.366 
32 A803 Mr & Mrs Bunney Paulsgrove GB20N11612 530 769 17 21 34 2 876.124 
33 D572 Mr & Mrs J F Mauger Aylesbury GB17N87890 595 403 19 32 49 2 875.325 
34 C211 Clive & Jill Rogers &  Writhlington GB18R04146 570 497 18 47 24 2 871.719 
35 E250 D Jones Boston GB19F32133 677 1160 6 8 59 3 866.154 
36 C38 D & J Staddon Shepton  GB19B03008 560 246 18 59 48 2 847.092 
37 A406 K & S Legg & Son Portsmouth GB20N68067 530 615 18 15 53 2 833.493 
38 A193 J R Etherington Waterlooville NWHU17L8117 533 847 18 32 36 2 826.084 
39 A260 K & J Zerafa Portsmouth GB20P13158 527 96 18 35 3 2 814.377 
40 G816 F Hall & Dtrs Worthing GB17N82569 527 560 18 36 36 2 813.677 
41 G816 F Hall & Dtrs Worthing GB20N63469 527 560 19 58 49 2 758.969 
42 E1011 F Kay Bolton GB20N74553 728 348 11 32 31 3 753.670 
43 E436 L Prince Cheadle GB19N29659 681 513 13 18 8 3 663.890 
44 B16 Lanahan & Gerard Poole GB18F42009 532 194 6 50 22 3 660.276 
45 C76 F J Quinn Devizes GB18N48032 570 82 8 50 31 3 652.110 
46 E180 Atkin & Baker Telford GB17N65141 661 1151 13 37 1 3 638.082 
47 G816 F Hall & Dtrs Worthing GB18N81469 527 560 8 19 30 3 615.642 
48 G460 P & L McMahon Brighton GB17N31495 527 568 8 40 50 3 607.056 
49 A260 K & J Zerafa Portsmouth GB20P13166 527 96 9 22 20 3 590.713 
50 B729 Cottrell Richmond &  Wimborne GB18E16783 533 1482 12 11 30 3 540.133 
51 A260 K & J Zerafa Portsmouth GB20N15420 527 96 13 20 0 3 513.062 
52 C883 Brooks Brothers &  High  GB20C07622 573 382 18 34 21 3 475.351 
53 E444 T Bennett Boston GB20Z40855 680 574 8 51 37 4 474.467 
54 C338 A Jones Stourbridge GB17N15874 647 1365 18 5 36 4 370.446 
55 J624 J & J Brady Benfleet GB20A00596 576 802 7 27 28 5 296.355 
56 B257 Lee & Dyer Plymouth NL19-1516652 532 464 11 11 33 5 256.826 

 
 

Brighton Marking Station for Young Bird / Any Age Races 

Marking for both the YB/AA races in Brighton will take place back at Whitehawk Football Club, East Brighton Park, 

East Sussex, BN2 5TS. Time: 8.30am – 10am. 

 

Clare Norman. Tel: 023 8057 3919 Email: secretary@britishbarcelonaclub.com  


