
 
       

     

 

 

 

Bordeaux National  
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Dean Childs from Wickford 
 

 

Our Bordeaux race saw the closure of the Club’s old bird season, congratulations to all our 2019 

Winners and Section Winners. We hope to see you all at the prize presentation in November. 

Making the journey down to Bordeaux was a convoy of just over 1,100 birds made up from 848 

birds sent by 150 members of the BBC and the other consignment being sent by the South Coast 

Federation and UBI Combine.  

Following a one day hold over due to the thunderstorms and heavy rain on the Saturday the birds 

were liberated at 6.15am on Sunday morning in to a North West wind becoming West North 

Westerly through France. Across the channel later in the afternoon/ evening the wind turned West 

South West. 

Thank you to all the markers and helpers at all the marking stations. 

 

All positions are provisional until the clock paperwork has been checked. 

 

Timing eleven birds on the day congratulations to our Bordeaux winner Dean Childs from 

Wickford 1
st
, 2

nd
, 5

th
 & 6

th
 Open 1

st
, 2

nd
, 3

rd
 & 4

th
 Section J. 

Firstly, I would like to thank everyone who played their part in keeping the birds in great condition 

when the hot weather made it more difficult than usual! 

Secondly, many thanks to all the people that took the time to message or phone me with their 

congratulations! 

The system used here at Chalice Lofts for the beginning of the season is the celibate system, no race 

birds are paired together and they don’t see each other at all until after the first club race when they 

get to spend 5 minutes together before being split again. 

The Bordeaux team raced the first 4 BICC races this year out to Cholet and were then either sent to 

the BICC Agen race or the UBI combine race from Cholet before pairing together which allowed me 

to send them to Bordeaux sitting 7-10 days on eggs. 

The winner now named ‘Chalice Dylan’ after my youngest son was bred from my good breeding 

pair Champ 25 and Chalice Draper and he is a full brother to ‘Chalice Lightening’ who was 2
nd

 

BICC National Guernsey YB. 

He flew Bordeaux last year as a yearling scoring 18
th
 Section 53

rd
 BBC National so was always 

marked down as being one of my main birds for this year’s race! 

2
nd

 National now named ‘Chalice Consistent’ was my 2
nd

 bird this year from BICC Agen scoring 7
th
 

Section 18
th
 BICC National. 

She is bred from a son of Southfield Miss Consistent when he was paired to a 1/2 sister of Champ 25 

who contains the blood of Southfield Champ and Southfield Supreme 



5
th

 Open who is not as old as she seems having an old ring on her leg has been a good hen this year, 

she had previously scored 3
rd

 Section 6
th
 BICC National from Le Mans and she is bred for the 

distance being a granddaughter of Kannonbaal Barcelona. 

6
th

 Open is a full sister to my BBC 1
st
 and 2

nd
 National winners ‘Chalice Dream’ and ‘Chalice Joy’ 

from my number one middle distance pair ‘Chalice Prince’ and ‘Chalice Princess’. She has been a 

very Consistent hen for me and has been very reliable! 

 

 
Dean Childs with his two sons Sidney & Dylan 

 

 



   
   Chalice Dylan     Chalice Consistent 

 

1
st
 Section D 3

rd
 Open Don Green from Monks Risborough. Well Clare has asked me to write a 

small article, will try to keep it as brief as possible, though that may not be that easy as anyone that 

knows me would clarify I can ramble on somewhat !!!!! 

Firstly I would like to congratulate  all section winners and also every one that witnessed arrivals 

from this race, the warmer weather and increase in the numbers of BOP is even starting to make 

inland racing challenging, so to have to face those same challenges over 400 mile plus races and 

make it back in one piece is an achievement in itself, and I am sure after endless hours looking into a 

blank sky the buzz we get when our first arrival is sighted is the same for us all, regardless of the 

time its taken.  

To the winner Dean Childs a big well done, I spoke with Dean at marking and told him with the 

forecast I saw I made him my favourite to win, shame it never seems to work when I fancy his 

“Greyhounds” !!!!  And also very well done to Gary Inkley who is having a tremendous season, I 

must be honest if someone told me I would be the meat in the sandwich of these two quality fanciers 

before the race I would of  been quite happy, and I am!!!!  My 3
rd

 Open pigeon who is rung with an 

07 ring was bred in June last year, she was bred down from Marshall, Marshall, Marshall & Smith 

pigeons I purchased as late breds in 2016 on Elimar, my Good friend Mike Lycett recommended I 

take look at them as he knew I wanted to take in some of the longer races, I trusted his judgment as 

with his help in the past I had acquired birds from Gordon Bros, McGimpsy Bros and Lee Painter 

and all these fanciers lines have won well for me. Anyway some good results have been obtained 

with these Marshall birds either pure or crossed with the latter fanciers birds. As for the way I go 

about things re racing my birds, the past few years I have changed things a bit with channel racing in 

mind, birds are now trained due south rather than south west.  Youngsters are trained in three stages 

6 mile, 18 mile and 30 mile. They are always trained in twos never more, this way I believe they are 



not so notable to hawks, less likely to hit wires and have to think for themselves more, on the 

downside very time consuming.  The prep for my team for this race was no club racing for 3 weeks 

and two 74 mile single up tosses from Verwood, prior to that my 3
rd

 open hen has had 4 channel 

races the last being from Messac on 29
th
 June where she took 13 hours 40 minutes to arrive on a 

difficult day, they say they learn from their mistakes?? My 2
nd

 bird a blue pied hen is a half sister to 

my first (same sire) and has been 12
th

 UBI Combine from Guernsey this year,  my third day bird a 

chequer hen bred from the late Pete Entwistle’s Pau cock crossed with a machine hen.  

Had 5 more return Monday so we are half way there.  

 

 
Don Green and Grandson Riley 

 

 

 

4
th

 Open 2
nd

 Section D Garry Inkley from Hillingdon. A yearling repaired widowhood cock sent 

sitting 10 days. Previous form includes 5
th

 Fed Yeovil as a young bird. He had five channel races 

prior to Bordeaux. 

Sire was bred by Ko Van Dommelen direct from De Oliebonte and granddaughter of De Paarsborst. 

Dam is Peroni Naustro daughter of Mark Bulled’s Legacy !!! 

 



   
       Garry Inkley and Stanley     Garry Inkley’s cock bird 

 

7
th

 Open Alan McIlquham from Enfield. Our Bordeaux winner from last season. Alan timed a 2 

year old blue cock to take 7
th
 Open. 

 

Next up in Section J and 8
th

 Open Mark Bulled from Harlow. Well done to Dean Childs on a 

fantastic performance and all those that timed on a real good flying day and fair kind race. Birds 

were immaculate on return so testament to the convoying team.  

My timer was a 2 year old hen sent on a 5 day old baby. She is a direct daughter of Legacy 1
st
 NFC 

Tarbes paired to the mother of Bump 2
nd

 BBC Bordeaux who in turn bred Bordeaux Queen 4
th

 and 

5
th

 BBC Bordeaux 474 miles to me. 

 

 
Mark Bulled with Abbie and Charlotte 



 
Mark Bulled’s hen 

1
st
 Section J 9

th
 Open Bob Bate from Lovedean. First of all I would like to congratulate the other 

Section winners. 

My first bird was a chequer hen and was bought in an auction sale that was donated by Paul Baker of 

New Haven.  Paul’s birds are bred with distance in mind. 

She had two early races from Coutances with the Solent Fed,  and was sent sitting 12 day eggs. 

All racers are fed on 50% gem moulting and 50% beans with hemp and peanuts as tip bits. 

 

 
Bob Bate 



1
st
 Section G 10

th
 open Dave Bridger from Littlehampton who timed a 3 year old hen named 

'Jimima' at 16.44.15 to be the first bird recorded on the mainland only to be overtaken by birds flying 

further in what had now become a brisk west wind along the coast. The hen had been flown all 

season on Dave's own version of widowhood where both cocks and hens are raced. Her previous 

races this year where a few inland outings followed by Cholet and Le Mans before going to 

Bordeaux. She has a pedigree full of winning pigeons with three of the four grandparents being bred 

by Dave's good friend Jim Whitehead of Durham out of Syndicate Lofts stock and a hen from P.J 

Roziers.  Jim also bred for Dave the dam of his 1
st
 Open NFC Messac winner.   

'Jimima's' previous performances over the channel have been 9
th

 Section 76
th
 Open Fougeres and 14

th
 

Section 39
th
 Open Guernsey.  

The birds arrived home from the race in really good condition so Dave would like to pass on his 

thanks to the convoyers for an excellent job with congratulations to the overall race winner. 

 

 

 

 

  
        Dave Bridger           Derek Reid 

 

 

2
nd

 Section G Derek Reid from Weybridge. My first two arrivals both raced on the traditional 

Widowhood system. The first bird was a great grandson of my BBC Bordeaux winner of 2006. My 

second bird is a grandson of  Mick Parish’s  Palamos Winner  paired to a direct Wim Muller hen 

loaned to me by A Muir  paired to great grandaughter again off my Bordeaux winner. 

Well done to the new convoyers  I have 6 from 8.  Congratulations to Dean Childs (should keep to 

training greyhounds) and well done to Clare and the team. 

 



 

2
nd

 Section A Tony & Sue Leggatt from Havant. Congratulations to Mr Childs, 1
st
 and 2

nd
 (top 

flying) and all the sections winners. 

This year my main stay has been my wife Sue, without her help I would not have been able to 

continue keeping pigeons, let alone race them. 

The racing this year has been quite hard, the weather always seemed against us, with 9 hold overs,  

still we have enjoyed our racing and have been in the results. 

Our yearling cock 'Stonecrest' has been one of our most consistent birds. 

Thanks must go to our many friends, Dave and Gill Hawthorne, Tony and Sandra Cripps, Rob Poole, 

members of the Five Heads, Kevin and Vera, Jim and Sheryl, Peter, Dave and Jackie, Paul and 

Consuela, and not forgetting the man who bred our 1
st
 bird, Calum Edmiston.  Clare and Martin who 

look out for us.  We are so privileged to have such good friends. 

 

 

 

 

 
Tony Leggatt 

 

1
st
 Section C Clive & Wendy Merrills from Swindon. The pigeon is a consistent 4 year-old 

chequer cock flown on what now is commonly referred to as ‘chaos’ method. All separated during 

the week – all together at weekends (race days). Separated after a bath the next day and this is 

repeated every week. The cocks have an open loft for 2-3 hours early morning, followed by the same 

period of time for the hens. All have access to aviaries for the rest of the day. No training after the 

start of racing from May to July. 

My thanks to Graham Clift from Tirley for donating the Sire (Bryden/DeWeerdt) bought at the BBC 

2014 Young bird sale and to Guy Reed, IOW, for the gift of the Dam (DeWeerdt) in 2003. The bird 

had three races prior to Bordeaux, one inland and two overseas from Fougeres the last being the 29
th
 

June and has rested since then. 

My congratulations to all the other winners. See you at the Presentation. 

 



 
Clive and Wendy Merrrills 

 

 
Clive Merrills 

 

1
st
 Section H Willie Healy from Jersey. My two year old chequer pied cock is a Van der Wegen 

cross that late Jo Letwcio of Alloa blood lines.  He was sent sitting on ten days eggs, he flew 

Bordeaux last year but out of race time. I fly my pigeons naturally.  

On behalf of myself and the Channel Island Pigeon Fanciers, we would like to say how much our 

Secretay and friend Kevin Johnstone would be pleased with the result and looking down on us. Will 

never be forgotten RIP.  



Thanks again to Clare Norman for all the help she gives to the Channel Island Pigeon Fanciers. 

 

 
Willie Healy 

 

2
nd

 Section C Brian & Linda Dixon from Milton Under Wychwood. Our four year old black hen 

has been very consistent with the original stock from John Musselwhite of Wargrave. She comes 

from Ebony Arden. Jan Arden, Krauth stock. 

In 2018 she raced in two channel races and was first bird back to the loft on both occasions. In 2018 

she was 4
th

 section Bordeaux. 

This small black hen was carrying nine and half flights and was sitting twelve days, she was paired 

up in April. 

We plan for her to race either Bordeaux or Bergerac in 2020. 

Congratulations to all section winners and particular to our section winners Clive & Wendy Merrills. 

 

 

 
Brian and Linda Dixon 



Mick Hughes from Market Drayton after winning the National Flying Club from Sigogne the 

previous week he now tops Section E from Bordeaux with his son Daniel Hughes taking 2
nd

 

Section E. Both Mick’s and Daniel’s birds are half brother to the Sigogne NFC winner. Daniel’s is a 

yearling not raced as a young bird and only been raced a few times this season. Mick’s is a three 

year old who has been a consistent pigeon taking 60
th

 open 10
th

 Section E from the BBC Cholet race 

in June.  

 

 
Mick and Daniel Hughes 

 

1
st
 Section B Marg & Lawrence Cowley from Dorchester. Marg & Lawrence timed in a yearling 

hen flown roundabout and has been raced somewhere every week until the day before NFC Tarbes 

when her section were left together until the end of the season.  She was sent on a small youngster 

and she is the best of ours from Bob Mckie, Newcastle (Sportsmans FC) – Brian Denny x Peter 

Virtue.  Bob sends us down a few most years – Thanks Bob.   

She was fed once a day on Countrywide Low Pro Jerry plus & hi fat energy & red maize mixed with 

Gem-thepax, brewers yeast and sunflower hearts.  She was fed at 3 pm so she could pick before they 

changed over.  Thanks Marg and all at Frome marking station – we really enjoy helping. 

Also congratulations to the winner and huge thanks to Clare for all her hard work.”  

 

2
nd

 & 4
th

 Section B Kevin & Chris White from Weymouth. Firstly Congratulations to Dean 

Childs on winning the race & all the section winners. 

Our first pigeon was a late bred from 2016, he is bred from a cock bird from Andy Parsons and the 

hen is bred from bloodlines of Crammond & Langstaff.  He wasn’t raced until 2018, he went to 

several club races inland & over the channel up to Bordeaux where he was 7
th
 Section B 105

th
 Open 



on the day. This year he raced from CSCFC Messac, Dorset Fed Messac & Carentan then to 

Bordeaux. He was sent to the race oversitting eggs and had 3 training tosses. He has been fed on 

Superstar Plus & Countrywide Fat Mix. 

Our second pigeon was the hen bred by Max Gollop which won Section B for us in 2018, she had 

the same preparation as our first bird but made a mistake from BBC Cholet and went missing for 12 

days but she made amends for us in this race. 

We would like to send special congratulations to Lawrence & Marg Cowley on winning Section B 

and thank them for taking our birds to the marking station. Thanks to the convoyer the birds were in 

good condition on return from the race. 

 

 
Marg Cowley 

 

 
Kevin and Chris White 

 



2
nd

 Section Nigel Legg (R Legg & Son) from Guernsey.  First I would like to start by 

congratulating Willie Healy for earning another win, hopefully a nice tonic for him following recent 

health issues. Congratulations also goes to all other section winners.  

My pigeon was a two year old late bred hen raced natural, being chased to nest. She was on her fifth 

trip to France this year, her most recent flight being with the BBC from Cholet.  

She is a very consistent hen, bloodlines of Roger Phillips x Heinz57 strain.  

Thanks as always go to Clare and Martin Norman, without them we would be unable to compete. 

 

 
Nigel Legg 

 

 

Convoyers Report 

Day 1 (24th July)  As the birds were being loaded at Southampton, drinkers and water were put on 

each crate.  Finished loading at 4pm.  Once in Portsmouth Docks topped up both water tanks on 

transporter.  5.30pm emptied drinkers, 6pm fed birds, 7pm put drinkers back on and filled with fresh 

water. 

Day 2 (25
th

 July) Topped up drinkers at Caen Docks, drove for 1 3/4 hours, topped up both water 

tanks on transporter at a service station and also topped up drinkers. Rested birds for 1 hour with 

back doors open.  Drove for 2 1/2 hours and stopped to rest birds for 1 hour and topped up drinkers. 

Parked up for the night at 4pm, topped up drinkers straight away. Emptied drinkers 5.30pm, fed 

birds 6pm and put fresh water back on at 6.30pm. 



Day 3 (26
th

 July) Topped up drinkers 7am. Drove for 1 hour to Bordeaux Liberation Site. On arrival 

filled both water tanks on transporter, parked up at 10.30am and topped up drinkers.  Emptied all 

drinkers at 1pm and fed birds at 2pm. Put drinkers with fresh water back on at 2.30pm, back doors 

left open all day and drinkers constantly topped up. 

Day 4 (27
th

 July) Up at 5am, heavy rain. Phoned race advisor Roger, at 5.30am. Agreed to hold over 

due to the bad weather forecast in France and the UK.  Topped up drinkers constantly, fed birds at 

2pm. 

Day 5 (28
th

 July) Up at 5am.  Weather very good.  Phoned Roger 5.30am and agreed a liberation for 

6.15am.  The sun was from the East, the birds cleared the site well and were not visible within 1 

minute. 
  
Barcelona National Trophy Winners  

L & K Buddle (G106) – The Harkers Challenge Trophy, Ron Michieson Challenge Trophy, 

Spanish Challenge Trophy, The Woodsider Trophy, The Doug Horwood Memorial Salver, The 

Eileen Bunn Memorial Challenge Trophy, The Arthur Bartlett Memorial Trophy, The Albert 

Padfield “ Blue Riband” Memorial Trophy, The Peter Rigiani Memorial Trophy, The Cyril Medway 

Memorial Trophy, The Mr & Mrs Ken Hine Memorial Trophy, The G H Hall Rose Bowl, The A H 

Woodward & Son Challenge Cup and The Peter Bennett Special Presentation Plate. 

M Gilbert (D1102) – The Bert Bryant Challenge Cup, The Bert Wiffen Memorial Shield, The 

Gladys Stephenson Memorial Trophy, The Willcox Trophy, The Barcelona Olympic Challenge Cup, 

The Ron Youde Memorial Trophy,  The BBC Appreciation Trophy, The Ron Michieson Memorial 

Rose Bowl (Charity Nom), The Hands & Castree Trophy and The Frank Lloyd Memorial Trophy. 

A Stephens (B181) - The Jack Edwards Memorial Trophy, Mr & Mrs Stephenson Challenge Cup 

and The Andy Parsons Trophy. 

F Knowles & Son (G842) – The Ron Bisset Memorial Trophy and The Ken Otton Memorial 

Trophy. 

J R Etherington (A193) - The Strugglers Open Cup, The G Stubbs Memorial Trophy and Mr & 

Mrs A Brant Cup. 

R Mauger (H71) - Frederico G Vaccaro Cup. 

Brooks Bros & Wilcox (C883) - The Gordon Hare Cup, The Horace Baker Memorial Trophy, The 

A G Mullholland & Son Avon Trophy, The Reg & Myrtle Venner Memorial Rose Bowl and The 

Allan Follows Memorial Trophy. 

P Baker (G31) – Mr & Mrs G Maskell Challenge Cup.  
 

Section Winners are: 

Each Section Winner will receive a Medal and a Glass Decanter kindly donated by Mark Gilbert. 

A – J R Etherington (A193), B – A Stephens (B181), C – Brooks Bros & Wilcox (C883), 

D – M Gilbert (D1102),  G – L & K Buddle (G106),  H – R Mauger (H71). 
 

 

Fougeres 2 OB Winners 

Each Section Winner will receive a Medal. 

Section Winners are: 

A – R Pegler & Son (A604), B – Mr & Mrs L Cowley (B96), C – B J Millard (C340),  

D – Mr & Mrs P Kenny & Family (D375), E – M Lovelock (E450),  

G – Khan Bros (G237), J – Gosling & Jarvis (J767). 
 



Dinner and Prize Presentation  

For members wishing to attend the dinner on Saturday 16
th
 November, please book or reserve your 

tickets with me. Ticket prices are £35 per person. Those wishing to stop over can book their 

accommodation direct with The Marsham Court Hotel, Bournemouth on 01202 552111. Please 

mention the Club when booking to ensure special rates. For more details on the dinner please see 

your Club Handbook.  

 

Return of 2018 Trophies. Please could all 2018 trophy winners make sure any trophies are returned 

to me by September 10
th
 at the latest. If you wish to take them to the young bird marking, the I/C 

will make sure I receive them. Thank you. 

 

Clare Norman. Tel: 023 8057 3919 Email: secretary@britishbarcelonaclub.com  


